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Numbers at a Glance

$3.48 +50.3% -3.0%

JANUARY 2026 DEC 2025 UP FROM NOV 2025 DEC 2025 DOWN FROM NOV 2025
Diesel Fuel Average U.S. Truckload Spot Load Posts U.S. Truckload Spot Truck Posts

Data provided by DAT Trendlines

Koch Acquires Store Opening Solutions!
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Email from Koch Logistics

Koch Companies announces the acquisition of
Store Opening Solutions (SOS), a pioneer in retail
inventory consolidation based in Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, from Marmon Holdings, Inc.

The strategic acquisition is poised to strengthen the
warehousing and fulfillment structure of the fast-growing
Koch Logistics division. Already one of the Midwest’s
largest privately owned third-party logistics solutions
providers, boasting more than three million square feet
in warehouse facilities, the acquisition doubles the
company’s nationwide warehouse footprint.

SOS’s strong client base in the retail industry also
contributed to Koch’s decision to acquire the company,
as did its decades-long partnership with the company.
Koch has built and maintained an operational team
onsite in the Murfreesboro location since 1999. Together,
the two organizations have partnered to support some of
the company’s largest retailers through store expansion
and

brand conversion.

Looking ahead, Koch Companies will continue to
emphasize strategic acquisition activities, with a focus
on warehousing and fulfillment.

Read the Official Press Release Here

Truck Tonnage Climbs, Market Remains Weak
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The American Trucking Association's For-Hire
Truck Tonnage index rose 0.2% sequentially in
November after several months of decline.

On December 23rd, the ATA reported the November
index rose 0.2% from October. However, the index year-
over-year is down 0.3%. ATA Chief Economist, Bob
Costello told Transport Topics, "November's tonnage
readings continues to point to a constrained freight
market despite the small sequential increase." He went
on to say, "In addition to challenging volumes, more
capacity appears to be leaving the industry after a
prolonged freight downturn and increased government
enforcement measures targeting unqualified drivers and
noncompliant carriers."

Read the Full Story Here

Trans-Pacific Ocean Rate Volatility Continues
Headed Into 2026

West Coast pricing spike 8% per FEU, East Coast
prices sink 3% in the last week. Freightos
researchers predict more volatility ahead.

According to Freightos research head, Judah Levine,
clients may experience short term pricing retreats but
should expect increases in the near future ahead of the
Chinese Lunar New Year. Despite recent fluctuations,
carriers have sustained residual gains. Asia-Europe lanes
pushed up rates through most of Q4. Last week, Asia-
North Europe rates jumped 11% to over $2700 per FEU,
and rates to the Mediterranean also saw a significant
double digit increase over 15% to $3850 per FEU.
Shippers are looking to build up inventory levels now
ahead of the Lunar New Year shutdown.
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Read the Full Story Here

Standard Forwarding Freight Shutting Down

After 91 years, LTL carrier Standard Forwarding
Freight is suspending operations and reducing
their workforce.

Standard Forwarding Freight released a statement on
Monday, 12/29, stating: "Effective December 29, 2025
following a comprehensive strategic review of the
business, Standard Forwarding Freight, LLC made the
difficult but necessary decision to temporarily suspend
its day-to-day operations and reduce its workforce."
Standard Forwarding Freight was sold less than a year
ago by DHL Freight to a subsidiary of Sakaem Holdings
in January 2025. The carrier operated 14 terminals
across IL, IN, 1A, MN, and WI and employed over 350
drivers at their peak.

Read the Full Story Here

U.S. Rail Shipments Down 7%

U.S. rail traffic totaled 487,138 carloads and
intermodal units in the last full week of
December, down 7% compared to last year.

Through the first 51 weeks of the year however, U.S.
railroads reported total volume of 11,320,426 carloads,
which is up 1.5% yly, and 13,851,979 intermodal units,
also up 1.6% compared to last year. Total combined rail
traffic was 25,172,405 carloads and intermodal units, up
1.5% yly.

Read the Full Story Here
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