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Top Stories

Intermodal Rail Sees Best Ever March

North American railroads moved over 785,000 containers
in March, the third-highest monthly total on record and
strongest March ever.

The surge in rail traffic is largely driven by higher truckload
rates as shippers shift more freight from truckload to offset
rising highway transportation costs.

The Intermodal Association of North America (IANA) reported
March volumes grew by 9.5% year over year. The IANA also
reported that first quarter volumes grew by 4% over the first
quarter of 2025. Intermodal providers and analysts predict
continued growth for domestic intermodal volumes into the
second quarter of the year as contract truckload rates remain
elevated.

Read the Full Story Here



https://www.dat.com/trendlines
https://www.joc.com/article/soaring-truck-rates-power-major-rebound-in-domestic-intermodal-volume-6208736

Declining Freight Capacity Drives Up Prices

The April Logistics Managers Index (LMI) highlights
record capacity-pricing gap. All-in logistics costs surge to
highest level in four years.

The LMI is a diffusion index where a reading above 50
indicates expansion and readings below 50 indicate
contraction. For April, the index returned a reading of 28.4 for
capacity which was 10.9 percentage points lower than March
and is the second-fastest rate of decline captured by the
dataset in its 10-year history. Meanwhile, transportation prices
returned a reading of 95, which is 5.6 points up over the
previous month, making April the second-fastest growth rate
for pricing. The two readings came in 67 points apart, which is
the furthest apart the indexes have ever been.

The report noted, "Taken together, this means that we have
never before tracked the transportation metric getting
simultaneously tighter or more expensive, freight markets
were already on a strong upward trajectory coming into 2026,
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz and subsequent increase
in fuel costs have supercharged these movements."

Inventory levels also increased 1.5 points to a reading of 56.3
while warehouse capacity contracted to 45.5 as utilization
increased by 4.6 points to 64.4 which is driving higher
warehousing rates.

Aggregate logistics costs including inventory, warehousing,
and transportation came in at 242.4, which is the highest rate
of expansion since April 2022.

Read the Full Story Here

Top Maritime Stories

DOT Invests $774 Million for Port Infastructure

On April 28th, The Department of Transportation (DOT),
announced they would be awarding $774 million in grants
for port infrastructure projects.

During the announcement Transportation Secretary, Sean
Duffy, stated, "Investing in our ports means investing in
American jobs, economic growth and national security."

The 37 grants associated are administered under the Maritime
Administration's Port Infrastructure Development Program with
the goal of modernizing national ports and strengthening
supply chains. Ports affected include coastal seaports, Great
Lakes ports, and inland river ports. The states receiving the
largest awards include Alaska ($115 million), Texas ($97
million), Florida ($55.4 million), Georgia ($53 million), and
Louisiana ($43.3 million).

Read the Full Story Here



https://www.freightwaves.com/news/freight-capacity-plummets-prices-skyrocket-in-april
https://www.ttnews.com/articles/dot-port-infrastructure

Tariff Threat Sparks E.U. - U.S. Trade Talks

On May 1st, President Trump warned European
leaders he would implement a 25% tariff on
European made automobiles if the beleaguered
trade deal is not ratified.

The warning comes in the wake of a delayed trade deal
initially struck between the European Union and U.S. last
July. E.U. lawmakers have yet to ratify the deal and
continue to add amendments. President Trump claims
that the E.U. has failed to fully comply with the trade pact
leading to the threat of additional tariffs. Meanwhile,
Eurogroup President, Kyriakos Pierrakakis, believes the
E.U. has stuck to their side of the deal stating, "Our side
of the bargain has been fully met, has been fully kept
with regards to the joint statement commitment and the
legislative timetable which we had in order to pass
them." He did go on to acknowledge, "We need to speed
up, we know that. But there is predictability on our end."”

Read the Full Story Here

Zim Shareholders Approve Hapag-Lloyd Takeover

On May 1st, shareholders of Zim Integrated Shipping
Services approve $4.2 billion takeover by Hapag-
Lloyd.

Stockholders representing 97% of the shares in Zim
voted overwhelmingly in favor of the deal. Several
speedbumps remain prior to completion of the takeover
as approval from regulatory authorities in multiple
jurisdictions will be required before the deal can be
completed. Additionally, Hapag-Lloyd will also need to
contend with Israeli labor unions who recently went on
strike in April.

The acquisition will bolster Hapag-Lloyd's fleet to more
than 400 ships with a capacity of over 3 million TEUs.
Hapag-Lloyd aims to have the deal finalized by the end
of the year.

Read the Full Story Here

Koch Team Updates

Koch Logistics Business Development Teams Unite in
Murfreeesboro, TN


https://www.ttnews.com/articles/eu-seeks-us-trade-talk
https://www.joc.com/article/zim-shareholders-overwhelmingly-approve-takeover-by-hapag-lloyd-6213008

In late April, the Koch Logistics business development
team came together in Murfreesboro, TN, welcoming
colleagues from St. Paul, MN; Naperville, IL; and Corona,
CA for an in-person collaboration alongside the sales and
operations leaders from our recent warehousing
acquisition, Store Opening Solutions.

The week included tours of Store Opening Solutions’ local
warehousing facilities and in-depth discussions around their
service offerings, operational capabilities, and strategic
initiatives. Bringing these teams together created a valuable
forum for shared learning, strengthening cross-team
relationships, and building a deeper understanding of how our
organizations complement one another.

The meetings also provided dedicated time to align on
organizational initiatives and goals, share insights across
regions, and discuss opportunities for growth as Koch
Logistics enters the start of a new fiscal year. The week
reinforced the collective strength of our teams and our
commitment to collaboration, innovation, and continued
success.
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